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Summary: “The Forgotten Realm of Alexander” covers quite a few topics, among them Alexander’s involvement in Central Asia, the dangers and limitations of archaeology, and different historical perspectives from different parts of the world. The article mentions that the Macedonian leader spent most of his campaign and lost most of his men in Central Asia, yet it is one of the more understudied parts of the world. Many people overlook it, instead focusing on Greece, Egypt, Iran, and India when studying Alexander the Great. The article draws attention to ancient Sogdiana (where modern Uzbekistan is, more or less), where he built more fortresses and buried most of his troops while stopping an intense rebellion caused by him trying to seal off the border in the north between the Sogdians and the nomadic Scythian.
The article also inadvertently focuses on the dangers and problems experienced by an archaeologist. In one part, Romey mentions that a string of suicide bombings in a city prevented her and her guide, Vladimir Karasev, from Alexandria-Eschate, now modern Khojend. Romey later learned that the area was also experiencing a rise in highway-banditry. Another thing she writes about is the lack of excavation in the Central Asian area, due to the old Soviet governmental limitations and lack of interest/ resources. The research done in the area beforehand had been strongly monument based, with the exception of Romey’s guide, who preformed walking field surveys for the Uzbek Institute of Geology. Romey furthermore discusses her experience of trying to get to Tosh-kola (the “stone fortress”) with her guide. She and Karasev took a jeep through a “shortcut,” and were warned about government men- armed soldiers. They decided to go around them, only to have their jeep die and have to walk the rest of the way, stopping in the villages and collecting pottery as they went. Only then did Romey realize the vast amount of work that needed to be done in the area. 

One of the more important topics Romey writes about is the differences in cultural perspective. The West tends to think of Alexander the Great as great, and a hero, but the people in the area she and her guide were in called him “Aleksandr Makedonskii,” the first of many invaders in their land. They considered the culture and artisans brought by Alexander to be trifles, and focused on the death and destruction he brought with him. In the West, people focus on the globalization he brought about and the way he changed the world in the region. He is glorified in the West, whereas in the country they are in he stands among others such as Genghis Khan, Napoleon, and Hitler. There is a difference in the legacy he left depending on who is asked, and it is important to note when trying to complete the story.
Reaction: I really liked this article because it gave an inside glimpse of what archaeological life is like, as well as presenting ideas/ issues I wouldn’t have initially thought of when I thought of Alexander the Great. The information presented was agreeable enough (not having an excess of background knowledge of the Macedonian King), and the specifics mentioned about the study of archaeology were consistent with what we learned in class. Romey mentioned the layers of evidence being from different centuries, stratigraphy, and things like the walking field surveys and broken animal bones and ceramics at the site. The information from the article is important to the field of anthropology because it highlights things like cultural perspective and histories clashing, the dangers of the study, and limitations. The article holds true to the things in the textbook, as well as presenting other important aspects. Also, Romey and Karasev draw attention to the lack of resources and archaeologists in Central Asia and the need for more thereof. So much happened there, but they can’t learn more until more interest is taken there by outsiders. Alexander’s legend and many more have yet to be fully told because the work necessary to do so hasn’t been done yet. I would recommend “The Forgotten Realm of Alexander” to others because I learned new things about what actually studying archaeology would be like from a first-hand experience and I liked how it was as equally informative as it was entertaining. This article would be great for anyone with even a slight interest in either history or anthropology.
