Defining Genocide:
Mini Case Analysis


Directions: Read the following excerpts from American Holocaust: Columbus and the Conquest of the New World. Using what you now know to be the “accepted” definition of genocide, analyze the presented events and determine whether or not they constitute genocide. Give evidence from both the definition(Genocide Convention Doc.) and the readings to support your answer.

Document A
[bookmark: _GoBack]Following Columbus, each time the Spanish encountered a native individual or group in the course of their travels they were ordered to read to the Indians a statement informing them of the…necessity to swear immediate allegiance to the Pope and to the Spanish crown. After this, if the Indians refused or even delayed in their acceptance…the statement continued:
I certify to you that, with the help of God, we shall powerfully enter in to your country and shall make war against you in all ways and manners that we can…We shall take you and your wives and your children, and make slaves of them, and as such shall sell and dispose of them as Their Highnesses command. And we shall take your goods, and shall do you all the mischief and damage that we can…

Document B
[O]ne of the Indian witnesses – A man named American Horse…recalled (the Massacre at Wounded Knee):
…The women as they were fleeing with their babes were killed together…and the women who were very heavy with child were also killed…After most all of them had been killed a cry was made that all those who were not killed or wounded came out of their places of refuge, and as soon as they came in sight a number of soldiers surrounded them and butchered them there…Of course it would have been all right if only the men were killed; we would feel almost grateful for it. But the fact of the killing of the women, and more especially the killing of the young boys and girls who are to go to make up the future strength of the Indian people, is the saddest part of the whole affair and we feel it very sorely.
