The Road to Genocide Timeline


Name(s) – 

Block – 

Many genocides have occurred throughout history, yet the word genocide did not exist until the 1940s.  Until then there was no single word to describe the organized destruction of an entire group.  While this may seem strange to us today, there was also no legal mechanism for the international community to respond to mass murder.  Your task is to detail the steps which were taken down “the road to genocide”.

Each of you will, with a partner, complete an annotated and illustrated timeline for the events leading up to the current understanding of Genocide.  To complete this task you will do the following:

1. Choose a partner

2. Put the following events in order

3. Write a description of the person, event, action, document, or policy and explain its impact on the creation of the current understanding of Genocide in the 21st century.   
4. Plan out and create your timeline, which includes the date, topic, and description

5. Include images (primary sources) with the events highlighting their meaning.

Topics to include:

League of Nations





Woodrow Wilson
Nuremberg Trials





War in Yugoslavia
Sen. William Proxmire




Protection of Iraqi Kurds
Moscow Declaration





Cold War begins
UN Deliberation of Genocide document


Hitler
WWI







UN Formed
Raphael Lemkin





Reagan visits Germany
WWII







FDR
Genocide Convention






ICC Established




US reaction to Genocide Convention
Senate ratifies Genocide Convention
Assessment:

· Completed Terms/Chronological/Accurate summary/Appropriate analysis – 15 points

· Creativity/Appropriate Images – 10 points –these can also show meaning!
· Effort/Neatness/Time used wisely - 10 points
Timeline questions:

1. At what point to YOU think an adequate working definition of Genocide was established? Explain.

2. What impact do YOU think this definition had on world actions to prevent Genocide?

3. Which person or action was most influential in finalizing the international community’s current understanding of genocide?
4. Where is the “road to Genocide” going to lead us? In other words, predict what you think the international community’s next actions will be in genocide prevention.
