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Anthropology

1.  Take attendance

2.  Pass out the review sheet- give them a few minutes to complete

Go over the answers with student

3.  Do he chapter 21 questions in their textbooks (located at the front of the room)

4. Begin economics


Economics of the world chart

Use Ipads

APUSH

1.  Take attendance

2.  Pass out pertinent questions

3.  start outline for chapter 21(old book) chapter 20 (new book)

Economic systems of the World
Part One:  In a spreadsheet form (either excel or table from word) please set up a chart that includes the following pieces of information.

Task:  to investigate the economic systems in a small scale that includes two countries from each continent.

Africa


South America
Australia/Oceania
Antarctica (not opt.)

North America
Europe


Asia

Part Two:  When you have picked two countries from each continent, gather the information below for each country.

Please make sure that you chart labels each continent, countries chosen and the required information

1.  Find the type of currency

2.   Population

3.  What do they trade (major export-approx 2)

4.  Major occupation (highest percentage)

5.  Annual household income(per capita GDP)

After you have recorded that data be able to answer the following to answer at a later time.

1.   Does a countries primary source of income reflect the wealth or status of its peoples?  Why or why not?

2.  Why are economic systems a valuable source of information and reference for anthropologists?

Notes for Cultural Anthropology: Economic Systems

Using the natural resources

A.  Food Collectors: societies that believe there can be no ownership of land.  Everyone has access to the same resources.  The value is not the land , but the game and wildlife located there.

B.  Horticulturalists: no ownership but certain plots of land allocated to families

C.  Pastoralists: Own the animals and use the and through them

Division of Labor


A.  Age and Gender primary means of roles


B.  Specified jobs or trades



(kinship can play key role)

Reciprocity


A. Giving and taking without the use of money



1. Generalized: to expectation of return (parent to child)



2.  Balanced: an exchange of goods



3.  Negative:  taking without a fair return

B.  Potlatch:  leveling device give away things and have big feast in hopes that you will be invited to another becomes a status
Causes of the Development of Money
Early barter:  select one or two items in preference to be used as exchange. 

Chosen as preferred barter items for a number of reasons – 

conveniently and easily stored

high value and easily portable

durable 

Many societies had laws requiring compensation in some form for crimes of violence, instead of the Old Testament approach of "an eye for an eye". The author notes that the word to "pay" is derived from the Latin "pacare" meaning originally to pacify, appease, or make peace with - through the appropriate unit of value customarily acceptable to both sides. A similarly widespread custom was payment for brides in order to compensate the head of the family for the loss of a daughter's services. Rulers have since very ancient times imposed taxes on or exacted tribute from their subjects. Religious obligations might also entail payment of tribute or sacrifices of some kind. Thus in many societies there was a requirement for a means of payment for blood-money, bride-money, tax or tribute and this gave a great impetus to the spread of money. 

Objects originally accepted for one purpose were often found to be useful for other non-economic purposes and, because of their growing acceptability began to be used for general trading also, supplementing or replacing barter. 

Thus the use of money evolved out of deeply rooted customs; the clumsiness of barter provided an economic impulse but that was not the primary factor. It evolved independently in different parts of the world. About the only civilization that functioned without money was that of the Incas. 

Primitive Forms of Money
The use of primitive forms of money in the Third World and North America is more recent and better documented than in Europe and its study sheds light on the probable origins of modern money. Among the topics treated are the use of wampum and the custom of the potlatch or competitive gift exchange in North America, disc-shaped stones in Yap, cowrie shells over much of Africa and Asia, cattle, manillas and whales teeth. 

Manillas were ornamental metallic objects worn as jewelry in west Africa and used as money as recently as 1949. They were an ostentatious form of ornamentation, their value in that role being a prime reason for their acceptability as money. Wampum's use as money in north America undoubtedly came about as an extension of its desirability for ornamentation. Precious metals have had ornamental uses throughout history and that could be one reason why they were adopted for use as money in many ancient societies and civilizations. 

In Fijian society gifts of whales teeth were (and in certain cases still are) a significant feature of certain ceremonies. One of their uses was as bride-money, with a symbolic meaning similar to that of the engagement ring in Western society. Whales teeth were "tambua" (from which our word "taboo" comes) meaning that they had religious significance, as did the fei stones of Yap which were still being used as money as recently as the mid 1960s. 

The potlatch ceremonies of Native Americans were a form of barter that had social and ceremonial functions that were at least as important as its economic functions. Consequently when the potlatch was outlawed in Canada (by an act that was later repealed) some of the most powerful work incentives were removed - to the detriment of the younger sections of the Indian communities. This form of barter was not unique to North America. Glyn Davies points out that the most celebrated example of competitive gift exchange was the encounter, around 950 BC, of Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. "Extravagant ostentation, the attempt to outdo each other in the splendour of the exchanges, and above all, the obligations of reciprocity, were just as typical in this celebrated encounter, though at a fittingly princely level, as with the more mundane types of barter in other parts of the world." (page 13). 

Cattle are described by the author as mankind's "first working capital asset". The religious use of cattle for sacrifices probably preceded their adoption for more general monetary purposes. For sacrifice quality - "without spot or blemish" - was important but for monetary purposes quantity was of more significance since cattle, like coins, can be counted. Obviously there were very practical reasons for the association between cattle and wealth but anthropological evidence from Africa in very recent times shows that when cattle are regarded as a form of money, not only health cattle but also scrawny ones will be valued to the detriment of the environment supporting them and their owners.
